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SPANISH FLOOR TILE 





AN ACHIEVEMENT OF* BETTER CONSTRUCTION 
FOR MANKIND IN GENERAL 


SEES 


INTRODUCTORY 


“SPANISHTILE” is the trade name of a high grade 


cement tile of which this company is sole manufacturers 


We present this catalogue of the principal designs of our product 
on hand ready for immediate shipment. In addition to the designs 
illustrated we are continually adding new ones, and can furnish any 
special design or original designs within a reasonable time, con- 
sistent with the making of the molds and the time required for the 
proper hardening and seasoning of the tiles. 


The extensive manufacture and use of this tile in foreign countries 
has been carried on for centuries. There is nothing experimental 
about our tile. It may be seen in European countries in many of 
the oldest castles, cathedrals and buildings, in age dating as far back 
as the Twelfth Century; particularly in Italy, Spain, France, Germany, 
Belgium, Japan, Cuba and Mexico. In Spanish speaking countries 
this tile flooring is used entirely, almost to the exclusion of all other 
kinds of flooring. 


The process of manufacture of ‘‘SPANISHTYILE”’ is as ancient as 
the Mosaic. The earliest period for the making of this tile is traced 
to Egypt to about the Ninth Century or Tenth. The Grecians used 
this tile extensively in the construction of their temples and struc- 
tures, the Romans soon after that time securing the process from the 
Ancients, began to use this material in the construction of their 
building, about the Twelffth Century, and where it may be seen in 
some buildings that have outstood the ravages of time and wars. 


We then trace it to Florence and Venice, and then to Spain, where 
its use became more general and the manufacture and export 
business was engaged in on a great scale. The manufacture of this 


tile in a small way was started about the same time in Germany, 


and from the skilled German mechanics, came the construction of 
the hydraulic presses, of great power, so necessary to the satisfactory 
manufacture of this tile. 


There has been little change in the process of manufacture in all this 
time, exceptin the making of them in more modern designs. Each 
tile is still made by hand, separately, in molds, and the only machin- 
ery used in their making are the hydraulic presses. Although the 
use of this tile has been most general, yet the knowledge and process 
of making has been closely guarded by the descendants of these 
ancient tilewrights, 


. Our “tiles are made by molds, which secures absolute perfection of 

outline and uniformity of size. They are subjected to a hydraulic 
pressure of 4500 Ibs. to the square inch, making them dense and 
compact, and intensifying their strength. They are seasoned by 
the application of water and allowed to harden for months undis- 
turbed, This permits the cement to develop itself to the highest 
possible degree and to an extent impossible to obtain otherwise. 
There is no heat whatever applied to these tiles, to injure the colors 
or warp them. 





The advantages of ‘‘SPANISHTILE’’ Floors over all others are 
many. The agreeable foothold afforded by these tile floors renders 
them particularly useful and appropriate for ecclesiastical, public 
and private buildings; their clealiness, possibilities of gorgeousness, 
their antique and venerable character, absence of decay, of odor and 
of noise, are undeniable advantages, and, given a good foundation, 
good laying and reasonable protection from the elements, and ‘‘SPAN- 
ISHTILE’’ Floors would appear to be well nigh everlasting and 
ever beautiful. 


It surpasses in wearing qualities any known flooring material, and 
is highly ornamental, overcoming the effect of the cheerless bare 
floor, and at the same time conforming in design and color to any 
decorative effect desired. 


The failure of terrazzo, ceramics and marble mosaic to accomplish 


_What our architects expected of them is every day becoming more 


and more apparent. Their high cost of maintenance, their unayoid- 
able cracking and irremediable disintegration have all impressed 
themselves upon the public. 


In laying marble mosaic or terrazzo floors, the chips or cubes are 
placed in cement and liquid cement is poured and grouted around 
them. When the cement works out between the cubes the average 
floor becomes loosend up, is affected by the atmosphere, and dis- 
integration follows. 

“SPANISHTILE’’ for floors binds itself absolutely to the cement 
in which it is laid, becausa it is cement laid in cement and the 
whole becomes practically a solid mass of cement. In’ setting, 
““SPANISHTILE”’ is so made as to allow a close joint, yet in any 


sized room there is an allowance made for the expansion and contrac- 
tion naturally resulting from atmospheric conditions, thus avoiding 


the inevitable cracking which is certain in terrazzo, ceramics, marble 
mosaics, and other kinds of tile laid in cement, where this law of 
nature is disregarded. 


““SPANISHTILE’’ Tile Floors are sanitary, because there are no 
cracks or places for the dirt or grit to lodge; they are the most 


economical on account of its great durability and no cost of main- 
tenance. They require no extra attention and expense, such as is 
required for all hardwood floors, and, above all, they do away 
with the necessity and expense of carpets. 


On account of the great variety of designs, colors and the general 
effect obtained, ‘‘SPANISHTILHN’’ is usually compared with art 
ceramics and marble mosaic tiles, yet is sold at much less cost. 

While this tile has been imported to some extent, it has only 
been successfully manufactured in the United States a little more 
than seven years, exclusively by this company. It might be stated 
at this time, that several unsuccessful attempts have been made to 
manufacture this kind of tile, each failure resulting through the 
use of either the wrong materials, the wrong process or both. 


Since the commencement of the manufacture of ‘‘SPANISHTILE’’ 
we have laid many thousands feet, and will be pleased to furnish a 
complete list of the buildings which contain our floorng, 


NOTICE: We take pleasure to advise that we are in position to make special designs to suit the taste of any particular Architect for the erection 
of buildings where distinction and fine architecture ig desired. For this we_maintain a special department and we would be pleased to furnish any 


additional data in connection with it. 


oe ROLDAN SPANISH FLOOR TILE CO. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, U. S. A. 
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR ‘“‘SPANISHTILE” 





BASE OR FOUNDATION 


This requires careful attention and supervision on the part of the 
Architect or Engineer and the layer. It should be level, rigid 
and free from vibrations. 

When wood joists and sub floor are used for a base the contact 
surfaces should be protected from moisture or decay, either by 
creosoting or covered with tar paper. On top of this shall be placed 
a 8” layer of concrete, 1:2:4 Mix. If the base is of concrete it 
should be at least 3” thick, 1:2:4 Mix, The cement, sand and 
gravel should be clean and of first quality. 


DIRECTIONS FOR LAYING ‘‘SPANISHTILE’’ 


Use mortar of the following proportions, 1 part Portland Cement, 
1 part Hydrated Lime, 5 parts sharp sand. Before laying the tiles, 
soak them from 10 to 20 minutes in water after which allow to dry 
about the same length of time; the object being to have them damp, 
(not wet). Then proceed with the laying; beginning at the center 
of the room so that opposite sides will require the same number of 
tiles, including the FULL WIDTH Outer Border if one is desired, 
and if any space is left that cannot be filled with 8”x8” Outer 
Border it should be filled with solid color tiles, (to match the Border 
or Outer Border) cut to the required width, except when the space 
is one inch or less ‘in width, in which case it is best filled with a 
well-mixed mortar made of equal parts of Portland Cement and Fine, 
Sharp Sand, colored to match. In filling this space with Mortar be 
careful to fill it to a level with the tiles. 


TO CUT OR DIVIDE THE TILES 
Either draw a line on the tile where it is to be cut and lightly chisel 
this line with a small tool until the tile is divided. Or, place the 
tile on a pile of sand and on the tile, parallel with the line, lay a 
hardwood straight-edge. Then with a hammer—sharply strike the 
straight-edge until the tile is divided. 





FINISHING 


This work should be done from boards placed on the floor to avoid 
possible loosening of the tiles before the cement is hard. Six or 
seven hours after the tiles have been laid wash the floor with plain 
water and with a thin mixture of water and fine Portland Cement fill 
the seams by sweeping it over the floor with a broom., Before this 
cement gets dry sprinkle a white, dry sawdust over the floor and 
rub with a dry excelsor until the tiles are well cleaned. Do not 
allow anyone to walk on the floor during the first 24 hours after it 
is finished. 


PRESERVATION 


The first step in this direction is to keep the floor clean by washing 
it often, New laid tiles sometimes appear unequal in color and many 
show white stains. This is due to the dampness retained by the 
tile when setting’ and the salts contained in the cement which come 
to the surface and will in a few days, disappear. Floors should be 
washed often (in the beginning) with plain water and soap (never 
use acid). After the floor has been laid two months and has been 


well washed and dry, apply a very thin wax such as is used to polish 
wood floors, and rub the wax off with a dry rag until the tiles 
show a polish. Two applications of this wax about six months 
apart will be sufficient as the tiles develop a natural sheen or gloss 
which improves with age. 


ORDERING 


When ordering, a detailed sketch with measurements of floor to be 
covered should be sent, thus enabling us to ship the exact number 
of centers, corners, borders and outer borders required. 





MEASUREMENTS AND SIZES 


‘“‘SPANISHTILE’’ is manufactured in sizes of 6’x6” and 8x8", The metric system of measurement is used and the following information is 


given for measuring tile; 


Size as listed Actual size No. of Sq. Ft. to 1000 tiles 
6x6” 5%x5% 250 
8x8” TBRxTh 440 

8”’x8” Tile set with close joint measures actually 71546 inches. 


6”x6” Tile set with close joint measures actually 5154, inches. 
To determine the number of tile required to lay a given area in square feet, use the following rule. 


Size of tile Multiply the No. of square feet by: 
BORGES eile ta tain deg iakce, Oo RaaRORL REO! hits 4,167 
BR RN Sie sma situates wiesle 6 ok eee ean Gath ee 2,283 


There is only one kind of ‘‘SPANISHTILE”’ and that is manufactured by us. Please be sure to get the GENUINE which is a guarantee of 


highest quality. 
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